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Outline 

•  LGBTQ voices in teaching materials 

•  Theoretical foundations:  
 Sexual Literacy and Queer Pedagogy 

•  Selecting materials and methods:  
 principles and examples 
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LGBTQ Voices in Teaching Materials 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/notionscapital/
10504352005/ by Mike Licht 
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LGBTQ Voices in Teaching Materials 

Teaching material 
as a transmitter for 

LGBTQ voices 

Teaching strategies 
and methods to 
engage learners 
with this material 

classroom 

Challenge: there is a lack of published teaching materials with an LGBTQ focus adapted to 
learning needs, teaching purposes and proficiency levels; teachers often have to rely on authentic 
materials which they need to transform accordingly, depending on educational contexts.    
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LGBTQ Voices in Teaching Materials 

Sources for 
teaching 
materials 

images songs & 
music videos 

online 
resources 

films 

literary texts 

non-fictional 
texts 

picture books 

course books 
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Sexual Literacy  
as Teaching Goal 
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Sexual Literacy as Teaching Goal 
Sexual literacy describes a foreign language learner’s ability to 
understand, communicate about and participate in complex 
sociosexual discourses, globally and locally, personally and publicly, in 
the classroom and beyond the classroom. It also entails a foreign 
language learner’s critical awareness about the practices and norms of 
the new language and the new culture in light of sexual diversity. Key 
concerns include how sexual difference is performed and laid out in 
texts and conversations, and how sexual norms regulate 
communicative interactions in diverse cultural contexts. Thus, sexual 
literacy can become an important dimension of a foreign language 
learner’s overall linguistic and cultural fluency that EFL/ESOL 
education is meant to achieve.  

(developed on the basis of Nelson 2009 and Alexander/Banks 2004) 
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Queer Pedagogy  
as Teaching Framework 
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Queer Pedagogy as Teaching Framework 

• engaging with multiple representations and identifications of 
sexual and gender identities  

• queering curricula, classrooms and course books that are 
posited as ‘straight’  

• develop an inventory of teaching strategies that enable teachers 
to promote sexual literacy sensitively and purposefully 

• unsettle fixed and uninterrogated knowledge and challenge 
sociosexual constructs, e.g. by adopting a critical mode of 
inquiry in order to explore the norms that regulate sexuality (cf. 
Kumashiro 2002: troubling education / pedagogy of crisis; 
Nelson 2006 / 2009: queer inquiry) 
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Example Material: Sexual Literacy / Queer Pedagogy 

Leyla is coming out to her 
mother. Scene taken from 
the film I Can’t Think 
Straight (2008, dir. Shamim 
Sarif), 00:51:01 – 00:53:45 
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• reflect on how sexual norms are constituted and valued 

• explore how some sexual identities are made to seem 
normal and some sexual identities not normal 

• explore how sexual identity is performed and enacted 
through language 

• critically discuss why it is (still) necessary to make 
explicit one’s non-normative sexuality through the 
narrative practice of coming out 

• engage with the intersections between cultural 
background and sexuality 

What can be learned here? 
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Principles and examples 
of selecting materials 

and methods 
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Queer the course book 
 Idea: The course book as the most widely 

used teaching resource usually follows a 
heteronormative script, but it is possible to 
expand on the course book by using what 
the course book offers as a springboard for 
discussing LGBTQ issues. 
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Representations of 
heteronormative 
families in course 

books, e.g. in 
pictures and family 

trees 

Challenge 
heteronormative 

sociosexual 
constructs: provide 
representations of 

‘alternative’ 
families 

Queer the course book: Example 

queering 
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Queer the course book: Example 

by Justin Richardson and Peter 
Parnell, illustrated by Henry Cole, 
2007, Simon and Schuster 
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Integrate a queer 
perspective into your 

thematic content 
 Idea: many EFL and ESOL classes are 

structured according to content and 
topics; keep these topics and establish a 
queer/LGBT focus as a ‘natural’ 
dimension of classroom content. 
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Conchita Wurst, Ellen DeGeneres, Harvey Milk 
(de.wikipedia.org/) 

Example: Famous people / people who made a difference 

Teaching idea: Preparing/Giving a written or 
oral presentation on a famous LGBTQ 
person of the learner’s choice 
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https://www.flickr.com/photos/bobjagendorf/
6250717968/ by Bob Jagendorf 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/eorphotography/
7773728882/ by Eyes on Rights 

http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/
2013/07/05/tilda-swinton-
rainbow-flag-russia-
_n_3550360.html 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/
mstaniaszek/11494381144 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/
digitalgrace/121949880/ by 
Danny Hammontree 

Example: Political activism / Global visual icons 
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http://
www.huffingtonpost.com/
2013/07/05/tilda-swinton-
rainbow-flag-russia-
_n_3550360.html 

http://www.flickr.com/photos/
mstaniaszek/11494381144 

Example: Political activism / Global visual icons 

Teaching idea: Describing images; 
deciphering the visual message of an image; 
locating an image within its sociocultural 
context; follow-up research  
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“The practice of sport is a human right. Every individual 
must have the possibility of practicing sport, without 
discrimination of any kind and in the Olympic spirit, 
which requires mutual understanding with a spirit of 
friendship, solidarity and fair play.” –Olympic Charter 

http://www.google.com/doodles/2014-winter-olympics 

Example: Sports 
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Keep your eyes open – 
collect LGBTQ materials 
(always/everywhere) 

 Idea: In many situations of your everyday life, you 
will come across potential LGBTQ teaching materials 
– collect these materials and put together a teaching 
inventory that you can draw from (e.g. photographs 
from billboards, newspaper clippings, magazine 
articles, leaflets and flyers, realia, online sources…). 
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Teaching realia found during the 
“30-minute LGBTQ teaching 
material challenge” 
(gay pride t-shirt “GAY O.K.”;  
two same-sex marriage greeting 
cards “Bride & Bride”, “Groom & 
Groom”) 

Teaching idea: introduce LGBTQ-related 
vocabulary, talk about cultural events such as 
the gay pride, discuss the issue of same-sex 
marriage and equal rights  
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“5 Jahre Gefängnis für einen Kuss” 
(5 years in prison for a kiss) 
Amnesty International  
(photograph taken at Cologne  
train station, 6 May 2014) 

Teaching idea: Mediation task, explain the 
linguistic and visual content of a source 
document (in the learner’s L1) to an 
interlocutor who speaks English  
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Challenge 
heteronormative 

worldviews 
 Idea: Critically engage with and reflect on 

heterosexual norms; this works well if you 
take a typically heteronormative construct 
(e.g. housewife), elicit your learners’ 
viewpoints on that construct, and then 
challenge it by moving it into a queer light.  
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Housewife 

Two bodies pressed together, 
two ______ are falling hard. 
The smell of sweat and leather, 
a kinky greeting card. 

Crazy about each other, 
we both have fucked our pasts. 
But when we are together, 
we have a fucking blast.  

I wanna be a housewife. 
What’s so wrong with that? 
I wanna be a housewife, yeah, 
and that’s just where I’m at.  

I’m making guacamole, 
_____’s working on the car. 
When ____ grills turkey burgers, 
____ knows I like them charred.  

I like to wash the dishes, 
I like to scrub the floors. 
Don’t mind doing ____ laundry, 
what are _____ for? ... 

he she him her 

his boy girl boyfriend 

girlfriend … 
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Music video: Housewife (Jay Brannan) 

(2008, Goddamned;  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpUPZIQKtlA)  

Teaching idea: Elicit learners’ 
concepts of what a housewife is and 
does; turn the lyrics into a gender-
neutral gap text that the learners have 
to reconstruct by filling in gendered 
vocabulary (forming hypotheses); then 
validate the hypotheses by playing the 
actual song and showing the video; 
discuss how this song deconstructs, 
critiques and plays with the 
(traditionally heteronormative) concept 
of a housewife  
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Multiple representations 
of gender and sexual 

diversity  
- through literature 

 Idea: Literary texts provide an almost 
infinite resource when it comes to depicting 
the broad spectrum of LGBTQ identities.  



Thorsten Merse 

“[L]iterature is a way to explore possibilities and help 
students find themselves, imagine others, value 
difference, and search for social justice.”  

(Renzi et al 2012: 119) 

Why LGBTQ literature? 
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“Could these books perhaps play a positive didactic role in 
acquainting young readers with realistically portrayed gay/
lesbian characters? And could those readers’ imaginations 
be pushed a bit further to see such characters from an 
empathetic, rather than simply a sympathetic, perspective? 
Could a young reader not simple feel for gay and lesbian 
people but also with them?”  

(Cart and Jenkins 2006: xx) 

Why LGBTQ literature? 
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 Important online source for 
finding LGBTQ literature:  
http://www.lambdaliterary.org/  
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John Donovan 
(1969): I’ll Get 
There. It Better Be 
Worth the Trip. 

Nancy Garden 
(1982): Annie on 
My Mind. 

Marion Dane 
Bauer, ed. (1994). 
Am I Blue? 
Coming Out from 
the Silence.  

David Levithan 
(2012). The Lover’s 
Dictionary. 

Alison Bechdel 
(2006). Fun 
Home. 

David Levithan 
(2002). Boy 
Meets Boy. 

Julie Anne Peters 
(2004). Luna.  

Alex Sanchez 
(2011). Boyfriends 
with Girlfriends. 

Madeleine George 
(2012). The Difference 
Between You and Me.  
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Madeleine George (2012). 
The Difference Between 

You and Me 
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David Levithan (2002). 
Boy Meets Boy 
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Boy Meets Boy 

There isn’t really a gay scene or a straight scene in our 
town. They got all mixed up a while back, which I think is for 
the best. Back when I was in second grade, the older gay 
kids who didn’t flee to the city for entertainment would have 
to make their own fun. Now it’s all good. Most of the straight 
guys try to sneak into the Queer Beer bar. Boys who love 
boys flirt with girls who love girls. And whether your heart is 
strictly ballroom or bluegrass punk, the dance floors are 
open to whatever you have to offer. (1-2) 
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I’ve always known I was gay, but it wasn’t confirmed until I was 
in kindergarten. It was my teacher who said so. It was right 
there on my kindergarten report card: PAUL IS DEFINITELY 
GAY AND HAS VERY GOOD SENSE OF SELF. I saw it on her 
desk one day before naptime. And I have to admit: I might not 
have realized I was different if Mrs. Benchly hadn’t pointed it 
out. […] 
That night, I held my big news until after my favorite 
Nickelodeon block was over. My father was in the kitchen, 
doing dishes. My mother was in the den with me, reading on 
the couch. Quietly, I walked over to her. […] 
“What?” she asked. 
“I’m gay!” 
Parents never react the way you want them to. I thought, at 
the very least, my mother would take her finger out of the 
book. But no. Instead she turned in the direction of the kitchen 
and yelled to my father. 
“Honey…Paul’s learned a new word!”  

(Boy Meets Boy, 9-10) 
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Alex Sanchez (2011). 
Boyfriends with Girlfriends. 
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Lance is looking 
for his first 
relationship, is on 
the swimming 
team of his high-
school and likes 
musicals. 

Allie has a steady 
relationship and likes 
everything about 
Japanese culture. 
She is also in the 
Math Club of her 
high-school.  

Sergio is a high-school 
student and originally 
comes from Mexico. He 
had one serious 
relationship, but they 
broke up. 

Kimiko has Japanese 
origins, goes to karate 
classes and becomes 
shy and nervous when 
she has a crush on 
someone. She goes to 
high-school. 

Teaching idea:  
cf. Merse (2013) 
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